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the Publick, that we cannot be ſurpriz'd. 
at this laſt Proof in his Excellent Prefage 


LY 


- * Sy 


_ Biſhop of Salicbarys_.. 


Paſtoral Care, 
MS IN 4 7 4 + © 1 
Y Lord Biſhop of Salitbury has 


given the World ſo "many { 
Illuſtrious Inftances of his 


Learning, Piety arid Zeal for 


to the Paſtoral Care; in which his Lord - 
ſhip's Pious Regard * Care for his * —_ 


\ 


s Charity 


ons. How 


- what 


to all Men, and his Concern 
for the Publick Welfare are ſo conſpicu- 
Jong has he been employing” 
his admirable Talent both in r | 


and Writing, to ſerve that good Cauſe 


which defends our Religion and Liberty? 
And what Returns hive been made him? 
Are they. not an Inſtance of the Ingrati- 
tude of our Times, which all 7 09 
cannot but lament? What Encourage- 
ment has his Lordſhip had from the Be- 
haviour of ſome Men, to continue his 
Studies for our Inſtruction, and to labour 
for it in the laſt Scene of his Life with 


the ſame Vigour with which his Youth 
Wag ſo eminently diftingoiſh'd, 
Hliiſtery of the Reformation'18-a T reaſure- 


that is envy'd us in the Republick of 
Letters. How impatient is all the World 
of the Third Part which his kordſhip has 
given * in a little Time: And 
WII erity think of us, who 
cou d bear the Load of Calumny and 
Slander, with which his and our Coun- 
try's Enemies Have fo long with Impu- 
nity, and to. the Diſgrace of the, Britiſh 
Name, inſulted him. An Infolence the 
more Flagrant, for that his Lordſhip has 
been all the while laying-himſelf out to 
do us Good, always as ready to forgive 
as thoſe. ungrateful Wretches have been 

to Offend. ER. 3 
It cannot but be a comfortable Refle- 
ction to this Great and Good M an, that 
7 CCN he 


0 


4 , 
. 
he bas in this had the ſame Fate with 
our Religion, Liberty, and the Victorious 
Champion of Both, with all that's Sacred 
and Dear among us. The Revolution 
that ſay our Liberty and Religion; the 
General that, fought our Battels with 
Glory, haye been the Subjects of Re- 
proach and Slander theſe ſeveral Years. 
All the Virtues and Vices have been con- 
founded, that Diſtinction might be loſt, 
and Merit be jumbled with Infamy, In 
- ſach a Confuſion it is no wonder his. 
Lordſhip, the true Ornament of our 
Church, has not eſcap'd the Malice of 
wicked Men, and that thoſe who wiſh 
ill to our Church and Conſtitution, ſhou'd 
vilify the Man who wiſhes both fo well, 
and has done and is ſtill doing ſo much 
to ferve them. As | have read the New 
Pre face to the Paſtoral Cure with the great- 
eſt Pleafure, I was willing to communi- 
cate the Reflections which it produc 
to the Publick, not doubting but they 
} boo be receiv'd. with the ſame Satisſa · 
ction. IRE, RN 2 
IThhere cannot at this Time be Topicks 
of more Importance. From the Admii- 
ſion of Perſons ill qualify'd to the Paſto- 
| Charge, ariſes the Miſchiefs that 
reaten our Church from the Groth of 
Hereſies and Schifms of Irceligion-and;lm- 
morality. From the unhappy and miſun- 
chat Wl Lom- Church, comes Diviſions. and Animo- 
he ities 
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' the Poſt, in which, by the Provi 


4; * yo 
fities, by which the Enemies of our True 
Church promiſe themſelves the greateſt 
Advantages, and fince they only can be 
Gainers by it, Is it not high Time for 
us to forget all Diſtinction but thoſe of 
Proteſtant and Papiſt? From the View 
of our prefent Circumſtances, we ma 

form Leſſons for our Conduct as Subjects 
and Britains, and learn to perſevere in 
our Loyalty to our Sovereign, and our 
Affection to our Country, in Oppoſition 
to all Impoſtors and Pretenders. 
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Lordſhip J PREFACE. 


T is above rho Years ſince this 
Book was firſt publiſhed by me, and 
now that thoſe Tho have a Concern 
in it think fit to reprint it, I thought 


it Fade me to review it carefully to ſee 


if there was Cauſe given to alter any art 
of it, or to add any thing to it. 
I wrote it when I was newly , put into 
ence of 
GOD, I ftill am. 800 that a longer Courſe 
of Experience and Obſervation may have 
brought more things to my View than 1 
could at that time reflect on. 
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T own this is my Favourite Book; which 
if it has raiſed Indignation in the Minds 
of ſome, who are perhaps ſenſible that 

many things in it touch them in too ten- 
der a Part; yet on the other Hand, it has 
brought me ſuch ſerious Acknowledge- 
ments from many Perſons, to me other- 
wiſe unknown but by their Letters, of 
the Benefit they received by it, that L 
humbly bleſs GOD who made me an In- 
ſtrument in any ſort of promoting His 
Glory, and edify ing his Church, by awa- 
king the Conſciences of ſo many Clergy- 
men to a better Senſe of their Duty, and 
to more diligence in the diſcharge of it. - 

Iam now 1n the 70th Year of my Age, 
and as I cannot ſpeak long to the World 
in any ſort, ſo I cannot hope for a more 
ſolemn Occaſion than this of ſpeaking with 
all due Freedom both to the preſent and 
to the ſucceeding Ages : Thereforel lay 
hold on it, to give a free Vent to thoſe 
ſad Thoughts that lie on my Mind both 
Day and Night, and are the Subje& of 
many ſecret Mournings. I dare appeal to 
that GOD to whom the Secrets of my 
Heart are known, and to whom I am 
ſhortly to give an Account of my Mini- 
ftry, that I have the true Intereſts of this 
Church ever before my Eyes, and that I 
purſue them with a ſincere and fer- 
vent Zeal; if l am miſtaken in the Me- 
thods I follow, GOD, to whom the Inte- 
grity of my Heart is known, will 4 

ac 


6 


- * 
1 ; P 
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Git 10. wy Ebirge. 1 cannot lock os, 


: without the _—_— Concern, when I ſee 
imminent Ruin hanging over this Church, 


and by Conſequence over the whole Re- 


Formation. The outward State of Things 
is black enough, GOD knows, but 'that 
"Which heightens my Fears, riſes chiefly 
from the inward State into which we are 
-unhappily fallen. I will, in examinf 

this, confine my ſelf to that which is the 


o 
4 


Gag... 9 

Our Ember Weeks are the Burden and 
Grief of my Life. The much greater 
Fart of thoſe who come to be ordained are 
ignorant to a Degree, not"to be appre- 
Hended by thoſe who are not obliged to 
Know it. The eafieſt Part of Knowledge 
is that to which they are the rente 


Strangers; I mean the plaineſt Part of the 


Scriptures, which they ſay, in Excuſe of 
their Ignorance, that their Tutors in the 


Vniverſities never mention the Relding 


of to them; ſo that they can giye no Ac- - 
count, or at leaſt a very impe one, of 
the Contents even of the Gofpels. Thoſe 


vho have read ſome few Books, yet never 
ſeem to have read the Scriptures. Many 


cannot give a tolerable Account even of 
the Catechiſm it ſelf, how ſhort and plain 


Foever. They cry, and think it a fad 


Difgrace to be denied Orders, thopgh the. 


| tpnorance of ſome is ſuch, that in a well 


2 | T* 


pear 


ect of the following Book, I mean the 


\ 
as tw Ac Pa 
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pear not knowing enough to be admitte 

to the Holy Sacrament. | 
This does often tear my Heart. The 
Caſe is not much better in many, whoha- 
ving got into Orders come for Inſtitution, 
and cannot make it appear that they have 
read the Scriptures, or any one good Book 
ſince they were ordained, ſo that the ſmall 
Meaſure of Knowlege upon which they got 
into Holy Orders not being improved, is in 
a way to be quite loſt; and then they think 
it a great Hardſhip if they are told, they 
muſt know the Scriptures and the Body 
of Divinity better, before they can be 
truſted with the Care of Souls. Theſe 
Things pierce one's Soul, and make him 


often cry out, Oh! that I bad Wings like 4 
Dove, for then would I fly away and be at 


4 What are we like to grow to? In 
what a Caſe are we. to deal with any Ad- 
verſary, Atheiſt, Papiſt or Diflenters, or 
in any ſort to promote the Honour of 
GOD, and carry on the great Concerns of 
the Goſpel, when ſo groſs an Ignorance in 
the Fundamen als of Religion has ſpread 
it ſelf fo much among thoſe who ought to 
teach others, and yet need that one reach 
them the firſ® Principles of the Oracles of 
60D. 5 1 | 


Theſe Truths will Alarm all that are 
guilty of the Vices and Ignorance they 
are charg'd with, and the Right Reves 
rend Author mult expect to be accus d of 
a Deſign againſt that Church, for, whoſe 

"he. B 1 
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Preſervation and Security he is ſo zealous. 
It is impoſſible to ſay any thing againſt the 
Education of ourUniverſities or theYoung 
Clergy, but the Church muſt be in danger. 
As Ignorant as they are they know how to 
blend their Intereſts with the Church's, 


and ſhelter themſelves under her Holy 


Name. Nothing is ſo frequent or com- 
mon as to. miſtake Names for Things. It 
has been a Stale Trick of ſome Clergy- 
men, in all Times, to engroſs to them- 
ſelves the Name of the Church, which, as 
the Matter is now order'd, is made a Ca- 
melion, that takes its Complexion, and 
varies with every Light. With different 
Perſons, ſays an Author who wrote T wen» 


ty years ago, it is 4 quite different thing : 


With ſome it is King James; with others it is 
Slavery ; with Bigots, 'tis Ceremonies ; With the 
Ambitious among the Clergy, tis the Exertiſe 
of Dominion. What has more amus'd us than 


the dull Cry of the Church's being in Danger ? 
—— the Peal, 
they were generally. the moſt Licentious of the 


We. know who they were that 


Clergy, who were under a Pannick Fear of Re- 


formation, the only Alteration whereof they 


could poſſibly have any Apprehenſion. Dr. Sher- 


lock has given us a. good Account of this 


Matter in his Diſcourſe of The Nature, 
Unity, and Communien of the Catholick Church, 
* Tho? the Clergy have ot late, ſays he, in 
© agreat meaſure monopoliz' 
© of the Church to themſelves — in 
© propriety of Speech they do not b ent 


the Name 


(119 N 

© tothe Definition of it. They are indeed 

* the Governors of the Church, as they 
© have receivd Authority from Chriſt, 
the Supream Lord and Biſhop of the 
Church; they are no more the Church 
than the King is the Kingdom, or the 
© Shepherd his Flock ; the Biſhop and Pa- 

* ftors of the Church, confider d as ſuch. 

* repreſent the Head, and not the Body.“ 
Yet one cannot call in queftion the Man- 
ners and Qualifications of the Clergy, 
without the Charge of Inſulting her and 
Affronting Religion. One wou'd wonder 

" how Men ſo ill qualify'd to approach the 
Holy Altar, ſhou'd dare to demand Or- 
dination; *tis ſurely for the ſake of the 
Fleece. And this Conſideration was one 
of thoſe which the Witty Lord Rocheſter 
us d to ſay tempted People to Atheitm, 
What the Lord Biſhop ſays on this Head 
is an old Grievance, an1 has often in vain 
been attempted to ve redreſs'd. The 
Tenderneſs we have naturally for ſo ſa- 
cred a Function, our Veneration for our 
Holy Religion, - of which thoſe Men 
Uſurp the Diſpenſation, make us look on 
it and them with almoft the ſame Eye. 
Since there is no Canon that expreisly or- 
ders the Depoſing a Scandalous Clergy- 
man, there ſeems to be a more than com- 
mon Caution requir'd in the admitting a- 
ny one to Ordination. I am fo conſcious 
of my own inſufficiency to determine in 
ſo weighty-a Caſe, that I ſhall rather be 
"B40 . B 2 guilty 


. 
kuilty of Plagiariſm than Impertinence and 
N repeat what a Learned Aus 
* Pox Pepuli, thor ſays “ upon this Sub- 
jet, The Examination of ſuch 
Perſons as deſire to be admitted into Holy Or- 
ders; which being written three or four 
and twenty years ago, may give Reaſon 
for us to conclude, that we have not been 
much the better for want of theRefor- 
mation of this Abuſe. * "Tis the unhap- 
c Negligence of this, ſays he, that has 
py Neglig * 
© not only overſtock d our Church with a 
_ © ſhoal of ſupernumerary Clergy, but gi- 
6 ven too many the Opportunity of 
© crowding into Holy Orders, whom their 
© Parents only thruſt on the Service of 
© the Church, becauſe they knew not 
© how to diſpoſe otherwiſe of them. And 
yet it muſt be own'//that the Canons 
© of our Church are not ' altogether 
© chargeable with this Neglect, for the 
© 35th Canon enjoins the Biſhop before he 
© admits any Perſon into Holy Orders 
© to examine hin: in the Preſence of thoſe Mi- 
© niſters that ſhall aſſiſt him in the Impoſition 
| © of Hands, or at leaſt take Care that the a- 
© foreſaid Miniſters examine him if he have 
© any Lamful Impediment. I cou'd heartily 
_ © wiſh the Biſhop might accordingly do 
it more conſtant himfelf in the Pre- 
+ ſence of ſuch as aſſiſt at the Ordination, 
and not leave it ſo generally to the Arch- 
Deacon, or one of his Chaplains. And it 
6 were higbly adviſeable, that the Par- 
n r 
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ticular Trials which every Candidate 
for Sacred Orders muſt paſs in order 
to give a good Specimen of his Profi- 


ciency in Humane Learning ; and ef- 


pecially in the Study of Divinity were 
preſcrib'd. For it can by no means be 
thought a ſufficient Evidence of a Man's 


; being qualify d for that Sacred Fuction, 


that he can conſtrue a Place of the Latin 
Teſtament, and reſolve that Grand Que- 
ſtion of Quot Sunt Symbola, &c, The Ad- 


* mirable Care of many Foreign Churches, 


particularly the Reformed Churches in 
France, about the Admiſſion of their 
Proteſtants, is a very commendable Pat- 
tern; and even in this Point the Di- 


* refory (as Idle a Book ſoever as it may 


be in other things) has the advantage of 
any thing preſcribed in this Canon, which 
is too lax and general. And we wou'd 
further. offer it to Conſideration, he- 
ther what the Thirty Fourth Canon 
enjoyns in the Caſe of a Biſhop Ordain- 
ing a Man that 1s not of his own. Dio- 
ceſe, ſhould not hold elſe in his Ordain- 
ing thoſe that are. That he Ordains 
no Perſon but ſuch as ſhall exhibit Let- 
ters Teſtimonial of his good” Life and Con- 
verſion, under the Seal of ſome Colledge in 
Cambridge or Oxford, where be, ore be 
re main d; or of Three or Four Grave Mini- 


* ſtersrogether with the Subſcription and Teſti- 
© mony of other Credible Perſons who have known 


6 


his Life and | ehayiour, by the ſpace of Three 
Years as before. pa Now 


(14) | 
Now tho” all theſe are liable to 
abuſe, and perhaps the Letters Teſti- 
monial -more 2 any, yet fince this 
is the beſt Method recommended, what 
reaſon is there why it ſhou'd not be pra- 
Qis'd. The Clergy coming to their Fun- 

ction in this manner, tis no ſtrange thin 
that they exerciſe them as they do. as 
having their Revenues and Dignities ſo 
much at Heart, that they take the. moſt 
likely Method to promote them,and what 
is more likely than the Favour of the 
Crown? which, as they court upon all 
occaſions, ſo they fallot courſe from the 
Study of Divinity, into that of Politicks, 


4 


28 my Lord Biſhop obſerves. 


Politicks and Party eat out among us 
not only Study and Learning, but that 
which is the only Thing that is more valu- 
able, a true Senſe of Religion, with a 
ſincere Zeal in Advancing that for which 
the Son of GOD both lived and died, and 
to which thoſe who are received into Ho- 
ly Orders have vowed to.dedicate their 
Lives and Labours. Clamours of Scandal 
in any of the Clergy are not frequent, it 
is true, and GOD be thanked for it: But 
a remiſs unthinking Courſe of Life with 
little or no Application to Study, and the 


bare performing of that, which, if not 


done, would draw Cenſures when com- 
N of, without ever purſuing the 


uties of the Paſtoral Care in any ſuitable 
| De 
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Degree 1s but too common, as well as 
too event. | 36-79 | | 
But if there is too viſible a Coldneſs a- 
mong us, in that which requires our 
reateſt Heat and Zeal; there is a great 
Seal of flaming Heat about Matters, in 
which more Gentleneſs and a milder Tem- 
per would both look better, and more 
eflectually compaſs that which is defigned 
by it; I mean the bringing the Diſſenters 
into our Communion. Bitter Railings, 
and a rough Behaviour, cannot make ma- 
ny Converts. To ſtudy the Crourds of 
their Separations thoroughly, to anſwer 
them calmly and ſolidly, and to treat their 
Perſons with all Gentleneſs, expreſſing no 
Uneafineſs at the Liberty granted them 
by Law, is a Method that will never fail 
of ſucceeding to a great Degree, eſpecial- 
ly onthe riſing Generation. Other Me- 
thodsdo confirm their Prejudices, and 
heighten their Averſion to thoſe who treat 
them as Enemies on defign to ruin them, 
and not as Friends on deſign to gain them. 
GOU be thanked we are delivered from 
a Remnant of Popery, that ſtuck too long 
to us, | mean Perſecution for Conſcience 
{ake : For the Breaches on a Man's Li- 
berty or Goods are as really a Perſecution, 
as that which ſtrikes at his Perſon : They 
may be in ſome Inſtances more uneaſy ; as 
a ſingle Death is not ſo formidable, as to 
be forced to live under great Neceſſities, 
Perhaps, with a numerous Family, And 
4. 5 abi ATP". ANON ” 
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if we judge of this Matter by our Saviour*s 
Rule, of doing to others what we would have 
others do to us, our Conſciences would ſoon 
decide the Queſtion : If we will bnt 
honeſtly ask our ſelves how we would have 
thoſe of another Religion deal with us, it 


we were living in Countries where we 


muſtdepart from the Legal Eſtabliſnment, 
if we do truly follow the Dictates of our 
Conſcience, But if our Zeal in Point of 
Conformity ſeems too ſtrong there is no 
great Reaſon to ſuſpe& many of much 
Zeal, with relation to Popery, tho? that 
is our ſtanding Enemy, perpetually im- 
loyed in Working our Ruin, with many 
Hands and much Heat; while we ſeem to 
be in a State of Indolence and Inſenſibili- 
ty on that Side, as if there was no Danger 
from thence, When at any time we are 
in a Fright, we are apt to cry out; but 
that is no ſooner over, than we are in no 
Apprehenſions of any further Dapger. 
And to their great Comfort, we bave 
found out a new Diviſion to add to thoſe 
we laboured under before; which we know 
they managed very dexterouſly for their 
own Ends, ſhifting Sides as a Turn was to 
be ſerved by it : But now the Mine is 
more ſucceſsfully played, fince not onl 


the Breach between us and Diſſenters is 


very artfully widened, but we are unhap- 
pily broken among our ſelves, and under, 
the Names of High and Low Church, there is 
a new Scene opened tor Jealouſy and Ani- 

MS molity 


r 
moſity, which has been managed with ſuch 
Art and Succels, that Bodies of Men own- 
ing the ſame Religion and . Worſhip, and 
the ſame Government both jn Temporals 
and Spirituals, are yet as much alienated 
from one another, if not more, than if 
their Differences were ever ſo great and 
viſible. - * = | ; 


What will be ſaid en this Head is not co 
be underſtood of thoſe Clergymen.of ex- 
alted-Genius's and Stations, of great Ex- 

perience and Capacity, of whale Services 
it is by no means fitting that their Coun- 
try ſhould be rob d. Tis the Inferior 
Clergy who imbibing odd Notions of Go 
vernment in the Univerſities, retail em 
to the Firſt People they preach to, think - 
ing they can ſooner get into vogue by the 
Help of Party than by Virtue and Merit. 
The younger Clergy have of late made Po- 
liticks fo much their Buſineſs, that one 
would think there vas nothing elſeſtudy'd - 
at the Univerſity, and that Friſtotle was to 

be our guide;tho? ofall his Diſcaurſes that 

of Politicks is the worſt: It is doubtleſs from 
the Practice of Venice and Holland, w here the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel are not at all cous- 
tenanc'd in meddling with State Matters, 
that theſe ſort of Clergy- men bave ſuch 
an Abkorrence- of Republican Principles. 
TieClergy days 2 certainAnthomwere de 5 


for Glorious Stars, and had their Sphere allow'd 
them wherein 20 thine e Seſcend 
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to lower Regions, they degenerate to Peryicious 
Meteors. The wiſeſt Governments have always 
extluded their Clergy from Affairs of State, 
from whence they have receiv'd the Double Benefit 
of having their ghoſtly Occaſions better ſeru d, 
amd their Temporal Concerns leſs embroil d; 
for of all Men living, they have the worſt Po- 
liticks , whether it be or not, (ſays a Fadicious 
Perſon) that the Clergy are not ſo well fitted by 
Education as others, for Political Affairs, I 
know not, tho Tſhou'd think they have an Ad- 
vantage above others, and if they wou'd. but 
even keep to the Bible, might make the beſt Ni- 
niſters of State in the World, Yet it is gene- 
rally obſerv d, that Things miſcarry under their 
Government. 'If there be any Council more 
Pretipitate, more Violent, Vigorous, and Ex- 
tream than others, it is theirs. Truly, I think 
the reaſon that God does not Bleſs them in Af 
fairs of State, is becauſe he never intended them 
for that Imployment. Yet theſe are the Men who 
muſt be cutting us out Schemes of Politicks, pre- 
ſcribing Goverument, and determining the 
Rights of Princes. What a Hotch-Potch haue 
they” made with their Kings De facto, their 
Jure Divino, their Paſſive-Obedience and 
Non Re ſiſtante, G What the Sentiments - 
of theſe Politicians are, with reſpect to 
Toleration, may be ſeen in all their 
modiſh Sermons; wholeſome Severities 
are daily preach d up by them: The Cry 
Began by one of the moſt Scandalous of 
the whole Order, and is continued by all 
of his fide for Parts and Piety. The Lo- 

55 ae leration 


| 83 7 19 ) *% "Oy | 
leration granted to Diffenters, and: ſo 
much envy'd by theſe Men, is not only 
juſtin it ſelf, and according to the Ge- 
nuine Spirit of Chriſtianity; but the RF- 
fects of it, ſhew the Wiſdom as well as 
Moderation -of thoſe that promoted- it, 
and that they underſtood the true Intereſt 
of the Na tional Church the beſt of any 
other. The Toleration, inftead of en- 
creaſing, has gradually diminiſh'd the 
Diflenting Intereſt; for the Diffenters 
not being frighted away by inhumane 
Rigour, the want of Charity, or any 
unſeaſonable Conſtraint on their Judg- 
ments, will freely converſe with others, 
calmly. Debate, and not ſcruple to be 
ſometimes preſent in the Publick Churches, 
which muſt needs, by degrees, convince 
them their Differences were not ſo great 
as they were made, or they apprehended 
them to be. This is obſervable enough 
from the increaſe of the Diſſenters. only 
in thoſe Places where the hotteſt Clergy- 
men blow their Trumpets, and from 
their Decreaſe, where they are mildly 
treated by their Pariſh Miniſters, and 
the Biſhop of the Dioceſmſmm. 
Men of contrary Principles, are as re- 
markable for their contrary Practices. 
Charity, as it is the greateſt of all Ver- 
tues, ſo it ſeldom goes alone; and Cruelty 
as it is the blackeſt of all Vices, ſo it ge- 
ne rally is well attended with others, and 
admits. ot no Vertue in its Train. The 
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jndulgence the beſt Church-men have 
' ſhewn to their Diſſenting Brethren, has 
brought on them the Raye of the worſt, 
who are ſo inveterate, that they wou'd 
- exclade them the Pate, and number em 
with Schiſmaticks, under the Opprobrious 
Name of Low Church- men, who are paint- 

ed in their Rebellious Sermons and Pam- 
phlets, with Cloven Feet, and Fire and 
Fury made the Chara@erifticks of that 

Spirit which is diſtinguiſh'd in Holy Writ 
by its Meekneſs and Forbearance. What 
is oppoſite to it muſt borrow its Flame 
5 from below, and belong only to thoſe 
Ii dreadful Manſions to which they ſo often, 
| - | _ _ and ſo'folemnly doom all that differ from 


1 - Temper. My Lord Biſhop's Judgment 
it and Temper in this Affair, are becoming 
| - - - - the Character of a Primitive Chriſtian 
Preläte, and he munt have a ſmall Porti- 


on of either, ho does not readily Sub- 
| 00> ſcribe to them. His Lordſhip proceeds. 


I ] will fay nothing that may juſtly pro- 
| voke any; but fince I my ſelf am ranked 
. among the Lom - Church. men, I will open all 
Is that l know that is particular to them, and 
|! then leave it to others to judge what Kea- 
j jon can be given for entertaining ſuch 
hard Thoughts of them 
"$9 _ » Phey are cordially and” conſcientioufly 
„ Zealous for the Church, as Eſtabliſhed by 

* ; Law: But yet they think no Humane 
Contſtitut ion is ſo perfect, but that it may 
be made better, and that the Church 


would 


if * 
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would be both more ſecure and more un- 
exceptionable, if the Adminiſtration of 
the Diſcipline were put into other Hands, 
au in a better Method. They lay the 
Foundation of all that they believe in the 
Chriſtian Religion in the Scriptures: Theſe 
and theſe only are the Meaſures and 
Standard of their Faith. No great Names 
nor Shews of Authority over awe them : 
They ſearch the Scriptures, there they 
 Fetk and find their Fait n. 
They think that in Matters declared to 
be indifferent, no Harm could follow on 
it, if ſome Regard were had to the Seru- 
ples of thoſe who divide from us, inorder 
to the fortifying the Whole by Uniting us 
among our ſelves: But till that can be 
done, they think a kind Deportment to. 
_ wards Difſenters ſoftens their Prejudices, 
and difpoſes them to hearken to the Rea- 
ſons which they offer to them, with all the 
Force they can, but without the Aſperity 
of Words, or a contemptnous Behaviour; 
in which they have ſvcceeded ſo well, 
that they fee no Cauſe to change their 
r 
I ey do indeed make a great Difference 
between Diflenters and Papiſts: They 
conſider the one as a Handful of People 
true to the Proteſtant Religion, and to our 
National Intereſts, not capable of doing 
us much Miſchief, and who are, as far as 
appears to them, contented with their 
Ioleration, and are only defitous to ſe- 
„ cure 


. 
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cure and maintain it. They have another 


and a very different Opinion of Popery: 
They conſider that Church not only with 
relation to the many Opinions and Pra i- 


ces held by them, ſuch as Tranſubſtantia- 
tion, Purgatory, and the Worſhiping 
Saints and Images, and a great many, more: 
They are perſwaded that theſe are falſe 


and ill grounded, but they could eafily - 


bear with them, as they do with other 
Errors: But they conſider Popery as a 
Conſpiracy againſt the Liberty and Peace 
of Mankind, on deſign to engroſs the 


Wealth of the World into their own 


Hands; and to deſtroy all that ſtand in 
their Way, fticking at no Practice, how 
falſe, baſe, or cruel ſoever, that can ad- 
vance this. This is the true Ground af 
- their Zeal againſt Popery, and indeed a- 


gainſt every thing that has a Tendency 


that way. 


The pretending to an Independency of 
the Church on the State, is not only in 


their Opinion a plain Attack made on the 


Supremacy veſted by Law in the Crown, 
and a Caſting a Diſgrace on our Reformers, 


and on every Step made in the Reformati- 
on, Which are openly owned by the chief 


oc 


Promoters of this new Conceit : But it is 


a direct Oppolition to the famed Place fo 
much ftreatched by the ſame Perſons to 


ſerve other Purpoſes, in the' 13th of the 


Romans, Let e very Soul be At to the higher 


Jowers, in which all Subjects are equally 
' x | EE - com 
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comprehended. The Laws of GOD are 
certamly ofa ſuperiour Obligation to any 
humane Authority, but where theſe Laws 
are filent,* cer ainly all Subjects of what 

Sort ſoever, are bound to obey the Law 

of the Land where they live. | 
The Raiſing the Power and Authority 
of ſacred Functions, beyond what is foun- 
ded on clear Warrants in Scripture, is, 
they think, the readieſt Way to give the 
World ſuch a Jealouſy of them, and ſuch 
an Averſion to them, as may make them 
loſe the Authority that they ought to 
have, while they pretend to that they have 

nor. | x 

They dare not unchurch all the Bodies 
of the Proteſtants beyond Sea; nor deny 
to our Diſſenters at Home, the federal 
Rights common to all Chriſtians; or leave 
them to uncovenanted Mercy. They do 
not annul their Baptiſm, or think that 
they ought to be baptiſed again in a more 
regular Manner, before they can be ac- 
counted Chriſtians. They know of no 
Power in a Prieſt to pardon Sin, other 
than the declaring the Goſpel Pardon, up- 
on the Conditions on which it is offered. 
They know of no Sacrifice in the Eucha- 
rift, other than the Commemorating that 
on the Croſs, with the Oblation of the 
Prayers, Praiſes, and Almſgiving, pre- 
ſcribed in the Office. They are far from 
condemning private judgment in Matters 
of Religion: Thisſtrikes at the Root of the 
1 Whole 


(24) Mo” 
whole Reformation, which could never have 
been compaſſed, if private Men have not 


2 Right to judge for themſelves; on the 


contrary they think every Man is bound 
to judge for himſelf, which indeed he 
ought to do, in the Fear of GOD, and 
with all Humility and Caution. They 
look on all theſe Notions, as Steps 3 
Popery; tho they do not conclude, that 


all thoſe who have made them, deſigned 


that by ſo doing. 


| This is a ſhort Account of the Low 
Church men's Notions, with relation to 


Matters of Religion among us: As to our 
Temporal Concerns, they think all that 
Obedience and Submillion that is ſettled 
by our Laws, to the Perſons 15 5 Prin- 
ces, ought to be paid them for Conſcience 
ſake : But if a miſguided Prince ſhall take 


on him to diſſolve our Conſtitution, and 
to ſubject the Laws to his Pleaſure, they 


think that if God offers a Remedy. it is to 
be recerv'd- with all Thankfulneſs. For 
theſe reaſons they rejoyced in;the Reyo- 
lution, and continue Faithful and True 

to the Settlement then made; and to the 
ſubſequent Settlements. They think there 
is a full Power in the Legiſlature to ſet- 


tle the Crown, and to ſecure the Nations: 


And ſo they have taken the Oaths en- 
joyned with a good Gonſcience, and with 
ſixed Reſolutions of adhering firmly to 
them, without any other Views but ſuch 
as the Laws and the Oaths purſugnt to 


* 
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them do direct. They know of no unal- 
terable or indefeaſiable Right, but What 
is founJed on the Law. CAST 

This is their fixed Principle; and they 
are the more fixed in this, when they re- 
member that a Prince educated among us, 
and ſingularly obliged by the Zeal our 
Church expreſſed for his Advancement to 
the Throne, upon which he made great 
Acknowledgments and Promiſes, and 
who by his Temper ſeemed as much in- 
clined to keep them as his Religion could 
admit of; yet upon his Elevation did ſo 
intirely forget all this, that he ſeemed. 
peculiarly ſharpen'd againſt thoſe, who, of 
all others, had the leaft Reaſon to have 
expected it from him. 5 

This was Nototious and evident in the 
Father: What then can be expected from 
bim who calls himſelf bis Son, Who has 
had his Breeding in an abſolute Govern- 
ment - where Proteſtants are perſecuted 
with an unrelenting Cruelty, and who 
has been obliged to wander ſo long beyond 
Sea, and ſtands attainted and abjured here, 
and is loaded with other Indignities, but - 
that as his Religion is ſtill the ſame cruel _ 
and bloody Canſpiracy againſt Proteſtants 
that it was, ſoit muſt haye its full Swing 
in one ſharpened by ſo much Provoca- 


tion. 2 8. 
It betrays a monſtrous Ignorance of 
the Principles and Maxims, as well as of 


the Hiſtory of - Popery, to imagine that 
| ns they 
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they can ever depart from the Deſigh of 
extirpating Hereticks ſettled by ſo much 
Authority, held ſacred by them. Every 
Look into the Low Church-man towards a 
Popiſh Pretender, is to him both Perjury 
and Treaſon. | ANT 
I have thus freely opened all that! 
know of the Principles of thoſe call'd the 
Low Church-men among us. I will not pre- 
tend to tell what᷑ are thePrinciples of thoſe 
call 'd the HighChurchmen; [know them too 
little to pretend to tell what their Maxims 
and Views are. I will with great Joy own 

my Miſtakes and Miſapprehenſions of any 
of them, who upon this candid Avowing 
what the Low Churchnien hold, will come to 
have juſter an&more charitable Thoughts 

Og of them, and upon that will concur with 

them in ſuchMeaſures andCountels as may 
yet give us ſome hope, if that is not now 
too late, or may be at leaſt an Abatement 
of our Miſery, if not a Reprieve from it. 
F unwillingly mention a long Diſappoint- 
ing among us as to Convocation Matters. 

"Twill avoid ſaying any thing that may 

give a new. Itritation, my deſign being to 
do all I can to heal our Breaches, I will 

not enter into the Merits of the Cauſe 
further, than to obſerve that the Biſhops 
| ave begun no, new. Practices, but go in 
the Steps in which their Predeceſſbrs went; 
without varying from their Practice in a 
Tittle. They find themſelves bound 
down.to the Methods they adhere 8 by 
2 ſueh 
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ſuch à Series of Precedents, that unleſs 
the Ligiſlature interpoſes, they think they 
cannot alter them. They have made no 
new Attempts, nor have they invaded a- 
ny Rights of which they found the Clergy 
in Poſſeſſion. And what is there in all Gy 
to occaſion ſuch Tragical Outcries ? Ane 
to engage ſo many of the Bodies of the 
Clergy. into Jealonfies of their Biſho 
and into Combinations againſt them, as 1 
they were betraying the Church and its 
Liberties, e F 

'Tis true, many of us oppoſed the Oc- 
cefional Bill, from which great things were 
expected. We thought there were ill de- 
ſigns under it; we thought it ill timed; 
we looked on it as tending to a Breach 
on the Toleration: And now, that the 
Bill is paſs'd without any Oppoſition, we 
hear of no great Effects it has had; nor 
are Jealoufies extinguiſh'd; the chief 
Promoters of it. are ſcarce thanked for 
it. But ſince we are ſo openly attack'd, 
and, as it were, expoſed to the [nſults and 
Fury of Diſtracted Multitudes, we may 
be pardon d, if we venture on ſome what 
like an Imitation of what the great KA- 
poſtle writ upon a like Occafion, calling 
ir indeed a Folly, for it will paſs for ſuch 
with inveterate and inflamed Spirits. 
Wat have other Biſhops done to expreſs 
their Zeal for the Church and their Fide- 
l'ty to their Vows, and to what became 
their Character and Station, that we have 
not done? Have we not lived ſo, that we 

| D 2 may 
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1 may ſay Ye are Witneſſes? And, which is 
1 more, GOD alſo, How holily, juſtly and un- 
f blameably we have behaved our ſelves among 
j you How ready have we been both to 
aſſiſt and ſupport you? How conſtant have 
we been Preaching in Seaſon, and out of 
Seaſon, opening the whole Counſels of 
GOD. to the Flock committed to our 
Charge ? How careful are we in Examin- 
ing and Inſtruaing thoſe who come to us 
for Orders and Inſtitutions ? How fre- 
quent in Confirming, and in the other 
Duties belonging to our Function? So 
1 that we may ſay, What have we done, or 
| What have we left undone to merit the 
_nunkind Returns we meet with? What 
Reafon have we given to the World by 
our manner of Living, to think we had 
our Poſts only for the Advantages we reap 
by them, and that we do it even againſt 
our Conſciences, and are only waiting an 


Opportunity to betray them, 
I his is ſuch a Pitch both of Impiety and 
Baſeneſs, that few of the worſt ſort of Li- 
ber tines are capable of it; and yet how 
oft have we been charged with it? If this 
had come only from the Enemies of our 
preſent Conſtitution, on defign to deſtroy 
the Reputation to which we hope we have 
ſome Right, it was what we might exped 
trom active and indigent Writers, who are 
looking for another Face of Things, ho- 
ping then to be enriched” by our Spoils. 
But that thoſe Who have taken all the 


* 
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Oaths enjoined by Law, and who daily 


concur in all the publick Devotions,ſhould 


entertain and 3 ſuch Calumnies, and 


act as the under Workmen to thoſe who 
ſeek our Ruin, is that which deſerves the 
ſevereſt Cenſures. 5 

The Enemies of our Country finding 


the Wia had, in a great Meaſure. 


confounded the Diſtinction of Whig and 
19 contriv'd this other of High · Church 
Lom · Church, to divide us from its 
true Intereſt. All the odious Imputati- 
28 which were laid to the Charge of 
fell to.the Lot of Low-Church, 


— Hig 77 ay had all the Merit of the 
Tories, Loyalty. The Infamous Le Lofe Was 
one of the Firſt, if not the very f. 

ſet up this Diſtin&ion, boaſting 
Title Page of one of his Libels, that it 
was written by a High 
.uie has been made of this Sub- diviſion of 


that 
in the 


Church Man. What 


Parties, is too freſh in our Memories to 
need Repitition. Whether we or the 


' French haye got moſt by it, is a To- 


pick for Politicks, and I am not in a 


Humour to ſet up for a Politician AL this 
Ti ie. 


All King Wilem's Reign there was a 


re Fe of the Churche's Danger; and 
tho' Her 
Eftabliſh 


eſent Majeſty's Zeal for the 
Church had appear d on 10 
many Occaſions, yet while a certain Set 
g Men were out of Employ, all the reſt 


of the Nation were Falſe Brethren, and 


in 


1 

in a Conſpiracy againſt our Religion and 
Government. 80 far were People infa- 
tuated with theſe groundleſs Jealouſies, 
fomented by the Friends of France, that 
even- Men 'of Senſe and Learning gave 
into it to ſo great a degree of Folly, 
that one wou'd have thought their Un- 
derſtandings were of the ſame Size with 

their Honeſty. Ap Champion 
Dr. Drale, of this Fligb-· Church told me 

Sig or Seven Years ago, when 
the Occaſional Bill was a Foot, he was ſure 
the Biſhops had compounded for Pres- 
bytery, and that they had bargain'd for 
their Revenues for Life to deſtroy the 
Hierarchy. So mad were, theſe Higb- 
Church Men againſt all who oppos'd their 
Fury and Diſaffection to the State, Of 
what a Medley was this Party compos'd, 
even in its Infancy; ſome of em came 
reeking out of Conventicles to take care 
of the Church in St. Stephen's Chappel; 
others without renouncing the Princi- 
ples of their Republican Anceſtors, cry'd 
ont for the Monarchy and Divine Right. 
"Theſe were the only Royalifts, the only 
Church-Men, and thoſe who adber'd to 
the true Intereſt of the King and the 
Proteftant Religion, Fanaticks and Com- 
mon-wealths Men, The Alarm given 
was, that the Monarchy and Church 
were to be deftroy d by them. The Bi- 
ſhops ſaw where the real Danger lay, 
that they were Thieves who cry d T; ww | 
5 | b 
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ſirſt; that thoſe whom, the Tories calbd 
Republicans, had fuſficiently demonſtra- 
red by their Behaviour 70 bis Niajeſiy, 
how little they deſerv'd that Name, 
which their Enemies had in ſid iouſiy put 
upon them: That the Republicans to be 
dreaded by them, were thoſe who ſided 
with the Rankeſt of that fort, and ran 
into all the Extaſies of Anarchy and Fa- 
Aion againſt the late King and Her pre- 
ſent Majeſty's Government. Let us ſee 
how the Behaviour of theſe Men was 
repreſented in the laſt Reign, and we 
ſhall by that obſerve they are the ſame . 
in this, and have no real Diſtin&ion but, 
that of Friends to France. The Author 
in ſpeaking of the Biſhops' in a Preface 
to a Pamphlet, intitled, Jura Populi An- 
glicani, printed in 1701. They ſaw in- 
© to what Power the Faction was grown, 

how they had uſurp'd upon the King; 

c how they had bully'd the Lords, and 
, endeavour'd;, to deſtroy the juriſdiction 
ok that Houle, with which they knew 
that all the Power and Authority of 
their Order muſt determine: And as 
in, the Lower Houſe of Parliament they , 
ſaw the Rights of the King and the Bok þ 
« Juriſdiction of the Lords nvaded, and f 
« ſuch Things done by theſe pretended” 
 Royaliſts, as no one formerly could 

( bave mention'd, without coming un- 
der the Ban of the Party; fo in the 
Lower Houſe of Convocation they 

| © faw 
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„aw the like Invaſion of their 6wn" 
« — hts, by Men of the ſame Level, 
and a Power claim'd altogether incon- 
F ſiſtent with the Preſidency of the Arch- 

Biſhop over his Synod ; a Power ahſurd 
© in”itſelf, repugnant to the Synodal 
« Rights enjoy d and exereis d by Metro- 
« politans and their Comprovincials, in 
c all the Purer Ages of the Church, and 
„ ſuch as theſe. Gentlemen would have 

call'd downright Rebellion in former 
© 1imes, when they thought it their ln- 
© tereſt to be what "the now call them- 
« ſelves, but are not, True Sons of the 
« Church. The Arch-biſhop and thoſe 
5 
4 
Cc 
. 
0 
0 
. 
4 
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his Worthy Brethren, to whom God 
has given Underſtanding as well as 
Integrity, ſuitable to the Neceſſities 
of theſe Times, See where the Sptings 
of theſe unhappy Differences are. They 
know that Care is taken, and for what 
Deſign, to traduce the Governors of 
the Church as Enemies and Betrayers 
of it, and to make zealous Churchmen 
and others believe, that there are ſome 
Men better Patriots and truer Sons of 
the Church than the Biſhops, &c. The 
cloſe of this Preface having relation to 
his Majeſty's employing High-Church 
Men, as they now call themſelves, 1 
ſhall end my Reflections on this Head 
with it. © They who adviſe other Me- 
© thods, and are for enlarging the Bot- 
' tom, by taking in Perſons who have 
* hitherto 
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© hitherto appear'd diſaffected to the 
Government, recommend Men to the 
© King, who would be leſs hortful to 
© him, if they appear'd arm'd againſt him 
© in the Field, and take a roddly and ef- 
© feftual Method to bring in upon us 
* French Slavery and Popery, whith we 
© ſhall yet be Ar prevent, it the Peo- 
© ple of England will regard their true 
© Intereſt, and be careful to bring thoſe 
* into Credit and Power, who Love theic 
Country, and cannot be reconcil'd to 
* the Intereſt of our Enemies.“ His Lord- 
ſhip's Obſervation, ' that Nonjurors are 
more to be regarded than thoſe who 
Swear to the Government, as founded 
on the Revolution, and abjure the Pre- 
tender; yet by all their Words and Acti- 
ons diſcover a Diſpoſition to him, is what 
we leatn by daily and woeful. Experi- 

ence. | | 


Great Regard is indeed due to ſych as 
avow their Principles, and act according 
to them; eſpecially when they are Lo- 
ſers and Sufferers by it; even their Paſh- 
ons and Frailties are to be lamented and 
gently cenſured. But the Impiety of 
Men's taking Oaths againft their Con- 
ſciences, and, in hope to compenſate for 
that, their acting contrary to them, is of 
of monſtrous a Nature, that our Lan- 
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guage does not afford Words black enough 
to ſet out its Defornuty. mop 

We are ſoon to go off the Stage,.to a 
Region of Peace and Love, where Malice 
— Envy cannot follow us; He to whom 
our Integrity. is known, will pardon all 
our F railties, and even all our Omiſſions; 
and will deal with us according to our ſin- 
cere En deavours, from whole Hands we 
may expect to receive the more entire Re- 
ward, the leſs of it that We receive from 
Men. | a 3 

Our late bleſſed Pri mate was perſecuted 
by Malice to his Grave; and that has fol- 
lowed him ever ſince. he was laid in the 
Duſt, His great Concern at thoſe black 
Efforts of Malice, that he was purſued , 
with, was, becauſe heſaw they ſtood in the 
Way to defeat all the good Deſigns with 
which his Mind laboured. It is true, that 
Retirement to which his high Poſt led him, 
he never imbarking in Deſighs that he 
thonght foreign to it, gave him leiſure to 
review and retouch the nobleſt Body of 
Sermons that, I hope I may be allowed to 
ſay, this Nation or the World ever ſaw; 
which I mention the rather here, becauſe 
they have been publiſhed ſince this Book 
vas firſt printed. = 
His chief Support next to his own Con- 
feience; and his Confidence in God, was 
from our late bleſſed QUEEN ; who was 
inceſtant 
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imployed, in poſleſſing her 
Mind 
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Mind-with the beſt Schemes, that were 
either laid before her by others, or ſug- 
geſted to her by own Royal Heart, for 
correcting every thing that was amils, and 
improvigg every thing that wanted finiſh- 
ing am eng us. And She was waiting for 
a happy Peace to ſet about the executing 
them. She had arrived at ſuch a ſuperior 
Degree of Knowledge, and had ſuch a 
Force of Reaſoning, with an irreſiſtible 
Sweetnels of Temper, that if our Sins 
had not provoked God to blaſt all thoſe 
Hopes, by her early Admiſfion to a better 
Crown, we might have ſeen a glorions 
Face put on our Church, with Relation to 
all its Concerns. IS 554-0 
am in ſome ſort obliged to mention 
Her, becauſe | writ this Book by her Or- 
der, as well as by our Primate's, as an 
Attempt to prepare the Scene to many 
noble Deſigns, which may be opened at 
ſome time or other, if ever we are fo 


to happy as to endeavour to carry on our 
of Conſtitution to Perfection; which in our 
to reſent diſtracted, it not deſperate, State, 
W; as far out of View, and therefore muſt be 
aſe Whirelerved to a more proper Occafion. | 
ok Can it be but with Regret - that we 


1 may ſee how tenderly the Biſhop touches 


on- rhis Point, as if the Times wou'd not 
was bear che Pious Remembrance of that ex- 
was eellent Queen, and one ot the greateſt 
het relates the Chriſtian Church was ever 


4 bleſs'd with. Why was it that He who 
_— E 2 Was 
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was the Admiration of N the Proteſtant 
World, ſhould be ſo reproach'd and ca- 
lumniated by his own - Country-men ? 
Why cruly one of the Writers of the 
French Faction tells it very plainly in a 
Letter to the Author of a Sermon preach'd 
at the Funeral of Queen Mary, becauſe 
he had in his Sermon given the French 
King the Character of a great Oppreſſor, one 
who invades and uſurpes upon the Liberties if 
Europe, that hath ſtain d all the Pride of hit 
Glory by Tyranny and Oppreſſion, by enlarging 
bis Dominions without Right, by makivg War 
on his Neighbours without Occaſion, or even 
Colour of Provocation, and this in a more Bar-. 
barous manner than the moſt Barbarous Na- 
tions ever did, carrying Fire and Deſolation 
wherc=:ver he went, laying waſte many ani 
great Cities without Neceſſity and without Pity. 
One who ＋ ende avour d to exalt his Nation 
not hi ut Fraud and Forgery, Perfidiou 
9 pe 5 Perjury, by breaking 755 Fa 450 
violating Leagues and Solemn Treaties, Andi 
this our Author calls a Godly Method ii 
| Diſparaging and Reproaching , triumphini 
over the Arch-biſhop's ſuppos d Ignorance an 
Falſheod, informing himſelf from the New 
Jools and Welwood's Obſervator, rath 
than from the Bible, where he might find th 
Nebuchadnezzar had not only burnt Jervii 
lem but carried the People into Captivity. Al 
Example worthy his Friend's Imitatio 
Here we ſee why it was the Enemies q 
WY * ou 
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our Conſtitution can never give this 
Learned, Eloquent, and Pious Arch-bi- 
ſnop a good Word : He hated Tyranny, 
he abhor'd French Government, and ſpoke 
his Mind of that King enough for him 
to acquire the Enmity of all his Friends, 
and to ſtand the Brunt of their Malice 
and Slander. For the very ſame Reaſon 
was it that the Character of the late Queen 
Mary, of Bleſſed Memory, was profan'd 
by their Lewd Pens. This Libeller has 
the Inſolence and Impiety to obſerve, 
that her Majeſty was taken Sick and dyd 
in that ſame Month, when ber Father labour d 
under an Unnatural Rebellion, and ahout that 
ſame Hour that he went from Feverſham ; 
and that ſhe was cut off in the midſt of her 
Days, according to the Puniſhment thre aten d 
to the Breakers of the Fifth Commandment. 
Good God ! that ſuch Impious Inſults on 
the Character of ſo Pious a Princeſs ſhould 
remain unpuniſh'd; a Scandal to that 
and to all ſucceeding Times that ſhall 
Share in the Crime by encouraging the 
Faction which were guilty of it. 


But to return to the ſad View of our 
Diſtractions at home. The Biſhops who 
find themſelves ſo unjuſtly cenſured, and 

their Deſigns ſo unhappily obſtructed, 
ought to humble themſelves before God; 
for it rs meet to be ſaid to him, I have born 
Chaſtiſe ment that which I know not te ach thou ; 
me, They ought to Examine and _ 
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der how far their other Sins may have 
provoked God to deny his Blefling to 
their beſt Endeavours; they ought to 
ask themſelves, what have they done to 
render them unworthy to build up the 
Houſe of God, and to repair its Breaches, 
they ought to mourn in ſecret, both for 
their cwn Sins, and for the Sins of thoſe 
-who ſet themſelves againſt them; they 
onght ro ſearch and try their own Hearts, 
to find out it their Pride or Vanity, their 
Love of Eaſe and Pleaſure, or any other 
ſecret Sin is at Root, and deteats all their 
Labours ; they oyght to pray more ear- 
neſtly both for themſelves and their Fa- 
milies,, for their Clergy and their People, 
and in ſo-domg they may hope either to 
draw down a Bleſſing from Heaven on all 
that they ſet about, or at leaſt that their 
Prayers ſhall return into their own Bo- 
ſom. | e | 
' They ought alſo to cry mightily to 
God, that if they are to have a Share in 
the fiery Trial, they may be to ftrength- 
ned in the mner Man, that they may by 
no unbecoming Practices decline or avoid 
it; but may rejoice if they are called to 
ſuffer tor the Name of Chriſt and to ſeal 
that Doctrine which they have ſo long 

reached with their Blood; and ſo may 
glorify him by their patient Continuance in 
well-doing, till they receive, their Crowns. 
_ This will be through che Bleſſing of God 
. an 
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an effetual Mean, either to diſſipate the 
Clouds that ſeem to gather, and are ready 
to break out into a Storm and horrible 
Tempeſt, or to procure ſuch a Meaſure 
of Divine Aſſiſtances to them in their Sat- 
ferings, as may make their Blood a Seed 
for a noble Spring of a better State of 
Things among ns. If with Biſhops ſo im- 
ploying their time, many both of theirs 
Clergy and Laity did concur in lying in 
the Duſt before God, and turning to him 
with their whole Hearts, we might hope 
to ſee better times, than we have now in 
View. God has often delivered us, when 
we were near the laſt Extremities, we 
have ſeen in our own time, ſuch a Chain 
of kind Providences happily interpoſing, 
when we {aw no reaſonable ProſpeR, that 
we ought not to give all for loſt, how 
dark ſoever the Face of Things may 
look; if we bring our ſelves to ſuch a 
State, that we may have ſtill a Right to 
hope for the like Protection. 1 | 

It cannot be denied but the Appearance 
is formidable, when we fee that Prince 
who has engaged the longeſt and the 
deepeſt in the Defign of Extirpating our 
Religion, get out of all his Troubles, 
and accompliſh his vaſt Deſigns, that 
ſeem'd once to be ſo blaſted, that they 
could not be retrieved; another Seene 
is now opening to him that promiſes al 
he can wiſh for, and muſt bring ſuch an 
3 Accus 


* 


to break thro' them. 
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Aecumulation of Power and Treaſure to 
him, that humanly ſpeaking, Nothin 
can ſtand in his way. When a great Al- 
liance is once quite diflolved, and when 
a Word ſo often broken, and Edias ſo 


often violated, are truſted to and relied 


on, ſuch an unexpected Turn will, no 


doubt, be conſtru'd as a Reward fro 


Heaven for his Zeal againſt Hereſy : An 
may very probably encourage him to fi- 
niſh what he has done at home, by bring- 
ing us under the ſame Calamity. 

We know. what Engagements he lies 
under to a dying Prince ; but we cannot 
know how far his Bigotry may even out- 
do, theſe, when he tinds himſelf at the 
height of Power and Wealth that he is 
almoſt pofleſſed of, Promiſes and Oaths 
can Work but feebly on one ſo,accuſtom'd 
When not only Diſpenſations but Soli- 
citations from Rome, with the Practices 
of a Confeflor, the View of that Glory 
that the Work muſt bring him on Earth, 
with the imaginary View of a more eter- 


nal Weight of Glory in Heaven, concur; 


what may not be apprehended from 
thence ? Chiefly when ſuch of that Re- 
ligion, whoſe Intereſts obliged them hi- 
therto to joyn in preſerving us, ſeeing 
theſe all abandoned and blaſted, may ei- 
ther be at belt indifferent Spectators, or 


the Bigotry that ſurrounds them may be 


X qu ickned, 


4 „„ 
quickned by a Deſite of Re venging what 
they wilh call the Giving them upp to 
cofcur in Compleating our Ruin, which 
in ſuch a State of Things cannot reafo- 
nably be thought to be far from us. Be- 
ſicles, if an avowed: Departing from the 
ſacred Ties of © Treaties and Alliance is 
once openly practiſed, it may prove a 
ftatal Precedent. Such Maxims are Catch- 
ing and Contagious. The Woe denoun- 
ced by the Prophet againſt thoſe ht deal 
treacherduſiy when. they are not dealt treache- 
8 rouſly with, that when they ſhall make an End 
s deal treacherouſiy they ſhall be dealt tre ache- 
W 70ufly pith, may come beavily with a Face - 
of Retribution, and without Pity: 
= Upon the whole Matter, that I ma 
bring this Diſcourſe to a Concluſion, ag 
our: Difanion does not only weaken us, 
but diverts us from that which ought to 
be our main Concern to the. unhappy 
Conſequences that follow formed Parties; 
oe it we will not take Warning from our 
W Szviours Words, That a City ar Kingdom 
divided againſt it ſe! cannot ſtand, but muſt 
rome to an End, We hade Reaſon to appre- 
hend that ſuch a Breach, even without the 
Advantage that an Enemy may make of it, 
will be fatal; hile by our Deævouring om 4. 
nother we may come 10 be conſumed of one another 2 
But How much mote certain will this be, 
if we have a watchtul and powerful E- 
zemy ſo near us? To whom we may juſt- 
ly apply tbe Character given of the evil 
- F Spirit, 
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Spirit, That be goss about like a radring Lion, 
ſee ling whom 3 But even our 
Union. tho? it may forrify us in the Me- 
thods of of humane Policy, yet it will not 
ſignify much, unleſs we do unite- in order 
to our applying our ſelves to the great 

Duties of our Profefſion, ſo as to ſecure 
the Favour and Protection of Heaven. 
We ought not to hope that if we 'conti- 

. * ſtill 4 Jen * 5 2 ppp 
aying with t WS, emple of t 
Lord,” the Temple of the Lord; or in the 
Modern Style, The Church, the Church, we 
ſhall not at laſt fall under the ſevereſt of 

all Judgments denounced by St. Paal 2 

gainſt the unbelieving Jews, inthe Word: of 

Iſaiah, Go wnro this People and ſay, Hearing he 

ſhall 3 8 ag port ; and — 

j jor, not e,; Joy 

- Heart of this People 1s. Fae, oſs, and 

have they cf, of e fore er wah rhe 
have cloſed, leſt : er with thei 
E yy , my bear nib the Lev and e ee 

with their Hearts. d be converted, 
ſboula heal them. © „ | 

_ To avert all this, let us, the Prieſts 

and Miniſters of the Lord, weep before 
bee HIM, and fay, Spare thy People, O Lord, and 
ive net thy Heritage to Reproach, that the 
_ (Heathen or Idolaters) ſpould rule over them, 
Wherefore ſhould they ſay among the People. 
where ig their GOD, where is their Church, 
Where is their Reformation ? In theſe — 


Oo 
- at 


How can we read this admirable Re- 
preſentation of our preſent Condition, 
without entring into the ſame Concern 
for the Security of our Religion and Li- 
berties. It is not for common Judge- 
ments, uninform'd of the true State of 
Things, to form Conſequences from Ap- 

ces. But when Perſons of has 
Lordſhip's' known Experience in ſuch 
High Affairs inſtru@ us, it is our Wy 
dom and Duty. to pay the u 
rence to his Leſſons, thereby 
late our Condut. 2 
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